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In 1992, the biodiversity treaty was signed at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (Earth Summit) in Rio de Janeiro. The purpose of this treaty was: 1. protection of living 
organisms and the ecological complexes of which they are part, 2. sustainable consumption of biological 
resources and, 3. fair and equitable distribution of benefits from genetic resources. No species can live on 
its own. Extinction of one species can wreck the balance of whole eco-system. Other species will lose their 
food, and they will become endangered one after another. We should not forget the fact that we, the human 
race, has cut down many forests and contaminated the water on the planet, destroying the habitat of 
numerous species. The parties to the treaty affirm sovereign rights over the biological resources found 
within their countries, while accepting their responsibility for conserving biological diversity and using 
biological resources in a sustainable manner. They are also committed to fair and equitable distribution of 
the benefits between the provider of the resource and its recipient.  

Much effort is made by many individuals and non-governmental organizations towards the preservation of 
biodiversity, and recently we started to see many enterprises join in the movement. At the ninth meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties (COP 9) held in May 2008 in Bonn, 34 companies attended the event to sign 
a Leadership Declaration, and 9 of them were Japanese firms. (Ricoh Company, FUJITSU, etc.) Also, in 
April 2009, the Japan Business Initiative for Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity (JBIB) was 
established to promote the exchange of information and joint research among Japanese firms. 

In collaboration with a non-profit organization, the Asaza Fund, NEC has started to work on the 
regeneration of rice fields and also begun the “Preservation of Reservoir Area and Rice Paddy Building 
Project”, which aims to promote the awareness of environmental problems among their employees and 
their families. This is an experience-oriented environmental education program, in which participants 
experience rice planting to harvesting, and sake brewing. It aims to bring back the old way of production 
and coexistence with the nature by motivating people through the pleasure of outdoor activities and harvest, 
which they hope will lead to the preservation of the country and global environment. They have installed a 
weather-monitoring sensor system in the area, which was used for a continuous recording of various 
meteorological data, and to observe the relationships between the temperature and rice diseases, humidity 
and wind when sun-drying harvested rice, and the temperature and the spawning of frogs. 

In October 2010, the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP10) will be held in Nagoya. It is 
also the year by which the parties to the treaty are “to achieve a significant reduction of the current rate of 
biodiversity loss” (Target 2010). 

We believe that in order to realize the harmonious coexistence of the human race and other species on 
this planet, enterprises should take the lead in promoting better understanding of environmental issues and 
in taking measures to address them. 
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