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Under the housing eco-point system which started in 2010, energy-saving, 
environmentally-friendly household appliances are becoming a popular choice when 
building a new house or refurbishing. In this article, we would like to share stories of success 
and disappointment of those who have already tried those appliances. 

 
 
Top 15 Successful Purchases 
1:  “All electric” energy system 
2:  Heater/dryer for bathroom 
3:  Built-in dish washer/dryer 
4:  IH cooking heater 
5:  Floor heating 
6:  Food waste disposer 
7:  Automatic hot water supply 

(bathroom) 
8:  Video door phone 
9:  Electric toilet seat with bidet  
10: Multiple-layer glass windows 
11: Glass cooktop stove 
12: Water-repelling bathroom flooring 
13: Large bathtub 
14: Built-in water filter 
15: Solar power generator/solar thermal 

collector  
 
 

Top 10 Failed Purchases 
1: Built-in dish washer/dryer 
2: Floor heating 
3: Built-in water filter 
4: Jet bath/mist sauna 
5: Heater/dryer for bathroom 
6: Electric toilet seat with bidet 
7: Floor coating 
8: Electric shutter 
9: Large bathtub 
10: Electric toilet seat (automatic cleaner, 

lid etc.) 

 Among the successful purchases, we would like to draw your attention to “all electric” 
energy system (1st) and multiple-layer glass windows (10th). They were rated high probably 
because they reduced energy bills or increased the efficiency of AC, indicating a trend 
toward energy/money saving. Also, heater/dryer for bathroom that ranked 2nd and built-in 
dish washer/dryer that ranked 3rd are both appliances effective in reducing housekeeping 
work, and their popularity is reflecting the recent changes in households. 
 For the failed purchases, people gave us various reasons for their disappointment. Built-in 
dish washer/dryer (1st) seems to be not suitable for small families, and manual washing is 
much faster and cheaper, and floor heating (2nd) has only one switch for a large lounge and 
cannot heat up just the corner you use. It looks like those that ranked high were found 
“unsuitable after actually tried using it in the house”. 
 
Reference: Nihon Keizai Shimbun Nikkei Plus 1: http://www.nikkei.com/   
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