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LED lamps are attracting more attention these days to save electricity for the summer. They are able to 
significantly reduce power consumption in comparison with fluorescent lamps and incandescent lamps. For 
this edition of our environmental report, we are going to introduce some of the key features that you may 
want to know when changing to an LED lamp. 
 
[Benefits of LED lamps] 
The life cycle of LED lamps is approximately 40,000 hours to 60,000 hours, while incandescent lamps are 
approximately 1,000 hours and fluorescent lamps are approximately 8,000 hours. That means that the LED lamps 
last at least five times longer than fluorescent lamps, and 40 times longer than incandescent lamps. 

      

[Things to know] 
There are two types of LED fluorescent lamps: built-in AC/DC converter type and external AC/DC converter type. 

The power supply of the built-in converter type does not conform to the PSE law (electrical appliance safety law in 
Japan). Besides, when the built-in converter type breaks down, it is hard to locate the cause of the problem, and 
sometimes the whole device may have to be replaced. On the contrary, for the external converter type, it is 
comparatively easy as each device is accessible separately. In addition, the built-in converter type tends to keep the 
heat inside the device, decreasing its life-span. 
 
[General information] 
1. Lamp base: E26 (Standard type), E17 (Small type)   Check the size of the base before replacement. 
2. Shape: Standard type, Ball type, Chandelier bulb 
3. Brightness: The unit used for the brightness is Lumens. Brighter as the lumen number increases. 
4. Light direction: Spot type and all-direction type. Select one appropriate for each location. 
5. Light color: Day light color is suitable for rooms like a study room. Incandescent color is suitable for relaxing 
rooms like a bedroom. 
(Save Energy Action! by Ministry of the Environment: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EcLqMotVcM) 
 
LED lamps are priced around JPY 3,000 on the market, but these days the prices are lower and some of them are 
being sold for around JPY 1,000. 
Katsushika-ku provides a service where it covers the half price of the LED installed in a shop located in 
Katsushika-ku, when the total cost for the LED lamps is more than JPY 5,000 (Application is necessary and the 
limit is JPY 5,000.) 
Period: June 20th, 2011 to September 30th, 2011   Application period: July 1st, 2011 to September 30th, 2011 
Katsushika-ku: http://www.city.katsushika.lg.jp/33/155/010826.html 
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