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Now is a good season to go for a drive. This month, we will introduce a smart and ecological way of using cars 
called ‘Car sharing.’ When first hearing the words, you may think that it is a sort of system where a certain 
group of people share a single car. But, to be precise, it is a system where a group of people share designated 
multiple cars. 
 
A great benefit that you find with car sharing is that, without owning a car by yourself, and thus without the 
need of paying parking fees, car taxes and maintenance costs, it allows for a significant cost saving in using a 
car. It only costs you the membership fee and rental fees by the minute, by the hour as well as by the day. 
Some companies offer a gas card service (e.g. pre-paid card whose fee is included in the membership fee 
(details differ with each company)) that also saves the users the gas cost. The major difference between the 
car rental and car sharing is that the car sharing does not require the gas cost, and the price is much cheaper 
if the rental period is six hours or less. 
Most car sharing companies use IC cards to manage the system. The users have to register as a member first 
to get an IC card and, after that, they can make a car reservation via a PC or a mobile phone. The IC card 
itself turns into the key to unlock the car door during the rental time, which enables you to access the 
ignition key inside to start the car. 
If you think that taxis are expensive but do not need a car for a long time, then car sharing may be the best 
solution. 
 
These days, there are a variety of eco-friendly hybrid and electric-powered cars lined up including Toyota 
Prius, Honda Insight and Nissan Leaf, etc. 
 

ORIX Auto is striving to popularize the car sharing to realize the following. 

・Surge in public transportation use 

・Improvement in urban environmental issues such as air 

pollution 

・Global warming prevention through CO2 reduction 

・Reduction of traffic jams in cities 

・Alleviation of the parking problem in cities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car sharing was originally started among Swiss students in 1987. It spread quickly first around Europe, and 
then worldwide. As of October 2008, about 650,000 people in 600 cities of 18 countries are enjoying the 
system. Unlike in Japan, the cars are decorated with the companies’ logo marks for the cars to look nice as 
well as a part of the branding strategy. On the contrary, these decorations are just taken as advertisements 
and generally not accepted well in Japan. But I guess it is fun to drive cars with unique decorations. 
 
If you are interested in the car sharing, make sure to first check the actual price and where you can find the 
cars. Especially the initial cost as well as monthly and hourly cost will vary depending on the companies, so 
you need to select the right company to satisfy your own needs. 
 
(Ref: Orix http://www.orix-carshare.com/) 

Report by: Michiko Iwamatsu, Edited by: Eisuke Yamashita 


