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I recently had a chance to attend a lecture by C. W. Nicol, a famous environment activist.  
Originally from Wales, located to the south of Great Britain, at 17 Nicol went to Canada, 

where he was later involved as a technical officer in the research of marine mammals at the 
Arctic Biological Station of the Fisheries Research Board of Canada. It was his interest in 
karate that brought him to Japan. While actively writing, ever since when he bought a patch 
of ragged mountain land in 1986 for restoration, Nicol has been a leading reforestation 
activist in the country. The land was later named Afan Woodland, and C. W. Nicol Afan 
Woodland Trust was founded to take on research on the diversity of the forest, making 
proposals to bring back its original ecosystem as well as expanding the network of greening 
projects. 

In his lecture, Nicol talked about his impressions and thoughts on Japan. “Japan has such 
a rich environment, with drift ice in the north and coral reefs in the south. I don’t know any 
other country with more diverse, beautiful nature. You have beautiful forests and trees, and 
I am moved just by looking at them. I think it’s a shame that many young people, who would 
one day become teachers themselves, don’t know anything about their natural heritage. I 
would like them to know more about forests. The forest is a place for everyone to come home 
to. When we have healthy forests, we are healthy, too. They have this power to enrich our 
mind. I also would like to do something about some Japanese forests that, at first glance, 
seem green and healthy, but have lost their balanced ecosystem. I would like to somehow 
bring them back to their original beauty.” He was enthusiastic all through his lecture, which 
included stories of the benefits of living with forest, such as that of a young boy who started 
to open his heart to people after living in a forest. As we busy ourselves with daily chores, we 
tend to forget the beneficial dimension of nature. I was grateful to be able to attend such an 
inspiring lecture. He is touring round the country during most of the year, so if you have a 
chance, please go. 

Also, from Thursday 15th to Saturday 16th of December, we will have Eco-Products 2011 
at Tokyo Big Sight. This is the biggest environmental exhibition in the country with as many 
as 752 green businesses and organizations taking part. Please come to the event to feel the 
beauty of nature and think about how to protect it. EBRI, for which we are working as a 
secretariat, is also joining the event with booths set up at at East Hall 1-905 and also at the 
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce & Industry Eco Business Square T-15. Please visit our 
booth to find out more about the green products and services offered by our members, and 
also to learn about the benefits of our membership.  

 
[Reference] C. W. Nicol official website: http://www.cwnicol.com/ 

Eco-Products 2011: http://eco-pro.com/eco2011/ 
Report by: Michiko Iwamatsu 


