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There are a few days left before 2011 comes to an end. When looking back, there is one piece of shocking 

news that dominated the year, and that is the Great East Japan Earthquake. No one has ever 

experienced a disaster that caused such degrees of damage and such a number of casualties. We all have 

been enormously grief-stricken by this earthquake unparalleled in our history. While the news delivered 

tragic situations in the quake-hit areas, it also conveyed a series of nuclear accidents - a secondary 

disaster due to the earthquake. 

This revealed the fact that a great deal of electricity supplied in the capital region had been covered by 

nuclear power. As a reaction to the nuclear accidents, movement towards power saving spread rapidly. 

This resulted in rechargeable batteries receiving much attention as an emergency power source. Thus, 

for this edition, we are talking about rechargeable batteries. 

Rechargeable batteries can store electricity. What is more, as well as serving as an emergency power 

source, they are now indispensable for many applications. For example, together with the photovoltaic 

power system, home builders/sellers are actively proposing their customers that they incorporate the 

rechargeable battery device in their homes. Until now, it had not been widely accepted since the price 

was comparatively expensive, as with the case of mobile phone in the past. However, recently, the price 

has been getting lower as eco cars are growing popular and spreading among people. The power sources 

for eco cars are gasoline and electricity, and the rechargeable battery installed in the car is repeatedly 

charged to supply electricity until the end of its lifecycle, which is between five and ten years. These 

used-up batteries have now made it possible to be recycled and be diverted for household use. Currently, 

home builders/sellers are cooperating with car manufacturers to work towards putting them into the 

practical use in 2012. 

One of the advantages of using rechargeable batteries is that they can cover electricity in case of power 

outage or emergency. Furthermore, they can reduce the total electricity cost by charging electricity late 

at night (when the late-night charge is applied) for the daytime use. However, they are still expensive, 

with some of them costing as much as 1 million yen (approximately 80,000 USD). You also need to 

prepare the space for installing the equipment. 

In September 2011, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry announced that they would set up a 

subsidy project to help introduce power-saving equipment such as rechargeable batteries. They say the 

Ministry will demand the budget of 200 billion yen (approximately 1.6 billion USD) to complete this 

project. The project covers up to 30% of the introduction costs of rechargeable batteries, photovoltaic 

power system and fuel cells used for homes, as well as part of the repair and renovation costs aiming at 

saving energy for schools and companies. 

While the notion of an all-electric home is becoming popular these days, the combination of a 

rechargeable battery and photovoltaic power system is expected to help save the cost of electricity, 

doesn’t it? 
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