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In order to support the recycling business and the construction of more effective recycling 

systems for plastics, the Ministry of the Environment started up a demonstration project of 

recycling the plastic products from February until the end of March. The project was named 

“PLA-PLUS project” and is run by Japan Environment PLANning together with a large 

number of participant companies. In this project, each participant company proactively 

conducts the collection of plastic products at the different store fronts so as to look into the 

possibility of implementing collection and recycling, thereby exploring the ways in which we 

can formulate an environmentally-friendly recycling and reuse flow from the consumer’s 

standpoint. 

Currently, each local community engages in recycling plastic containers and packaging under 

the Law for Promotion of Sorted Collection and Recycling of Containers and Packaging. 

However, the law does not apply to plastic products used daily, other than those mentioned 

above. As a result, these plastics are either incinerated or discarded in a landfill. While these 

plastics include plenty of materials suitable for recycling, for the time being, we have no system 

to recycle them. This project helps promote reuse and recycling activities and through those it 

aims to develop an effective collection system. 

 

Participant companies (selected) 

Feb. 25 to Mar. 15 

[1] ASKUL Corporation 

Collects unnecessary office supplies at 10 locations 

in Tokyo 

[2] JIN Co., Ltd. 

Collects unnecessary glasses at all the domestic JIN 

stores (132 locations) 

[3] Starbucks Coffee Japan 

Collects unnecessary plastic tumblers at 5 stores in 

Tokyo 

[4] Tomy Company, Ltd. 

Collects unnecessary plastic toys at 2 stores in 

Tokyo 

 

 

 

 

 

[5] Radishbo-ya Co., Ltd. 

Collects unnecessary plastic products from 

members in Kanagawa Pref. (approx. 1000) on 

delivery 

[6] Ryohin Keikaku Co., Ltd. 

Collects unnecessary MUJI plastic products at 

stores in capital region 

 

For those who participate in this project and answer a questionnaire, there are some small gifts 

to be provided, such as the original goods by Tomy and a ballpoint pen by Ryohin Keikaku. I 

hope many people take part in this project at local sites so that reuse and recycling activities 

become increasingly familiar to the public. 

[Reference] PLA-PLUS project: http://plaplus-project.jp/ Report by: Michiko Iwamatsu 


