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 I am always pleasantly surprised by the speed with which Hong Kong is run. The elevators at 
stations are so fast that you find it hard to jump on them gracefully. High-rise apartments are being 
built at an unbelievable speed with only bamboo scaffolding. However, I am always able to adjust 
to this speed after a couple of days, and even walk faster than I do in Japan. 
 The industrial development in Hong Kong is also progressing at an incredible pace, while 
producing water and air pollution, which causes the most concern in terms of environmental 
issues. The government has allocated a large sum to address these issues. In 2011, it was 
reported that, approximately HK$11.7 billion were allocated to help improve Hong Kong’s 
environment, of which HK$ 5.5 billion were to reduce water pollution, HK$2.9 billion for garbage 
disposal, HK$ 1.3 billion for other environmental issues, HK$0.5 billion for new energy research 
and development, and another HK$0.5 billion for greenery projects. 

 The constantly growing pile of garbage is regarded as the second most serious issue in Hong 
Kong which currently depends largely on landfills to dispose of this garbage. They have been 
closing down incinerator plants due to concerns over their smoke engulfing the air of this dense 
metropolis. Garbage from homes and plants are collected almost every day, but with much less 
segregation than in Japan, and is brought straight to landfills that are likely to get full in a few years 
time; thus they are now faced with the uphill task to find potential sites to replace them. 
 Every year at the end of October, Hong Kong hosts an environmental exhibition called Eco Expo 
Asia. Though their green measures are not as advanced as of some of the other countries, there is 
now a growing awareness with regards to environmental protection, which is demonstrated by the 
vast range of green products exhibited at the event. Here are a few examples. 
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Picture 1: A technology to pelletize disposed electronic substrates into raw material for other 
products. 
Picture 2: Air pollution is a serious problem, which has increased the need for ventilation fans. 
Picture 3: There were quite a few solar power generation panels. 

    

The venue of Eco Expo Asia and streets of Hong Kong.      Report by: Michiko Iwamatsu 


