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On Saturday July 27, the Kita-machi shopping Arcade in Nerima-ku, where our headquarters is located, hosted 

the Awaodori dance festival. The festival is held every year on the last Saturday of July, and it was its 21st 

anniversary this year. 

Every year as part of our CSR activities and also to help boost the business of the shopping street, we take part 

in this event as a percussion band for a dance group called Ponpoko Raccoon Puppies that features cute kids 

dancers. We put on matching yellow yukata, which was very cool and eye-catching with Urban System logos in 

contrasting colors.  

The dance parade usually marches through the shopping Arcade twice, but this year the weather turned bad 

after the first march. We noticed that the wind had become much stronger, and then all of a sudden, it started 

pouring down. The thunder rumbled while the heavy rain kept falling, and the host of the event announced the 

cancellation of the festival. Everybody left the street immediately to seek shelter under the rooves of nearby 

buildings. The festival was over.  

This sudden rain storm, called “guerrilla rain” here in Japan, seems to have become a frequent happening 

recently. Why? The typical summertime pressure pattern is described as “highs to the south, lows to the north”, 

where the Pacific anticyclone (HIGH atmospheric pressure) stays to the south of Japan and LOW atmospheric 

pressure stays to the north. Warm, humid air flows in from the south along this anticyclone, which creates a 

perfect environment for rain clouds to form. When the westerly winds send the cold high altitude air to the south, it 

creates convection with the warm air close to the ground. This leads to cumulonimbus clouds and local 

downpours. In the cities where most of the ground is covered with concrete or asphalt, the ground surface 

temperature is much higher than in the country, and when this is combined with exhaust heat from air conditioners 

and cars concentrated in a small area, it causes rapid convection and subsequently, sudden downpours . This 

phenomenon of high temperature in dense areas is called urban heat island, and is one of the main causes of rain 

storms seen in recent years. In Tokyo, the average temperature has risen by 3 degrees in the last 100 years due 

to this phenomenon. (It is believed that the increase in tropical days and nights is also due to the urban heat 

island.)  

 

If you find yourself caught in a sudden rain storm, the first thing to do is to find a place which is sheltered from 

the rain. Please be careful to avoid locations lower than the surrounding area or underground, as they can be 

submerged in water in minutes during a rain storm. If you are in a car, you also need to pay attention to puddles. 

Heavy rain can turn streets into streams, and once the water gets inside the engine through the muffler, your car 

engine will stop. If you realize that the water level has risen to the level of the muffler, keep stepping on the 

accelerator. This strategy will keep the exhaust emissions flowing out of the muffler and prevent water from being 

sucked into the engine and stopping it. This type of storm is preceded by the sudden appearance of large black 

clouds and strong cold wind, so it is important to pay attention to the sky and move to higher ground or stay inside 

a building when you notice these signs. 
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